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vide visitors with almost 2 billion opportunities for recreation annu-
ally. Eight of ten Americans participate at least monthly in outdoor
recreation, and we may choose to challenge ourselves through demand-
ing activities like mountain climbing or river rafting. Enjoying the out-
doors also can be as tranquil as birdwatching or viewing a golden sun-
set from a campsite. These experiences leave us with wonderful memo-
ries of time shared with family and friends, provide opportunities for
improving our health, and expose us to the wonders of nature.

Recognizing that most Americans enjoy the outdoors by visiting Fed-
eral, State, or local sites, my budget proposes to fully fund the Land
and Water Conservation Fund at $900 million for Fiscal Year 2002,
Half of the Fund will go toward grants to support State and local con-
servation and outdoor recreation efforts. My National Parks Legacy
Project pledges to secure $4.9 billion to help ensure that our national
parks are properly maintained and enhanced. In addition, I have di-
rected the Department of the Interior to prepare an annual report de-
scribing the condition of our parks and offering specific recommenda-
tions to improve them.

During Great Outdoors Week, we also honor Americans who volunteer
their time to restore and safeguard these national treasures. These gen-
erous individuals collectively contribute millions of hours to clean
shorelines and waterways, maintain trails and campsites, staff interpre-
tive centers, and perform other important tasks. Their efforts help en-
sure the continued vitality of our precious natural areas and enhance
the quality of life for all Americans.

NOW, THEREFORE, 1, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim June 10—
16, 2001, as Great Outdoors Week. I call upon the people of the United
States to observe this week with appropriate ceremonies and activities
and to participate in safe and wholesome outdoor recreation.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eleventh
day of June, in the year of our Lord two thousand one, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-fifth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7451 of June 15, 2001
Father’s Day, 2001

By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

Americans celebrate Father's Day as a unique time to reflect on the im-
portance of fathers and to honor their vital role in the lives of children.
For those who have been blessed with our own families, this day also
provides an opportunity to reaffirm our commitment to being the best
possible fathers for our children.

Father's Day was originally the idea of Sonora Dodd, who wanted to
honor her father, Civil War veteran Henry Jackson Smart. As Sonora’s
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sole surviving parent following the death of her mother, Mr. Smart
made great sacrifices for his daughter and raised her with courage, self-
lessness, and abiding love. To enable all Americans to participate in
paying special tribute to their fathers, President Calvin Coolidge first
recognized Father's Day in 1924.

During childhood, boys and girls look to their fathers for a sense of se-
curity, warmth, attention, patience, and understanding. As young peo-
ple mature, their fathers contribute to their spiritual, emotional, phys-
ical, financial, and social well-being. In reaching adulthood, men and
women alike are enriched immeasurably by the wisdom of their fathers
as they pursue careers, start families, and take active roles in the com-
munity.

For boys and girls raised without a father in the home, the challenges
can be great. Seventy-five percent of American children raised in a
one-parent household will experience poverty before they turn 11
years old, compared to only 20 percent of children in families with
two parents. Children in homes where the father is absent are more
likely to be suspended from school or to drop out, be treated for an
emotional or behavioral problem, become suicidal as adolescents, or
become victims of child abuse or neglect.

As a society, we must support fathers in fulfilling their responsibilities
to their families, which may include not only biological or adopted
children, but also stepchildren or foster children. Fathers must be pre-
pared to nurture and care for their sons and daughters, and to do so
in the context of a strong and committed marriage. To promote respon-
sible fatherhood, my Administration has proposed providing financial
-support to community and faith-based organizations that help fathers
and to programs that strengthen marriage and promote successful par-
enting. We also propose funding to support the expansion of ongoing
State and local fatherhood initiatives and helping community groups
that try to provide young men with role models.

Our society must strive to produce a generation of men who are ready
to become the best possible fathers. Let us set a good example for
America's sons by valuing the responsibility and importance of father-
hood. Let us also honor and be thankful for the caring, decent, and
hardworking fathers who make such a tremendous difference in the
lives of their children and families.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, in accordance with a joint resolution of the Congress
approved April 24, 1972 (36 U.S.C. 109), do hereby proclaim June 17,
2001, as Father’s Day. I encourage all Americans to express love and
respect for their fathers, as well as appreciation for the vital contribu-
tions of fathers to families and to society. I direct the appropriate offi-
cials of the Government to display the flag of the United States on all
Government buildings on this day. I also call upon State and local gov-
ernments and citizens to observe this day with appropriate programs,
ceremonies, and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifteenth
day of June, in the year of our Lord two thousand one, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-fifth.

GEORGE W. BUSH
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